Elvis — The King of Gospel

Elvis had a significant connection with gospel music throughout his life and career. His
journey as a gospel singer began in his childhood and continued until his death in 1977.
Here's a detailed look at the start and progression of Elvis as a gospel singer:

Early influences and beginnings

1. Childhood exposure

o Family and Church: Elvis was born in Tupelo, Mississippi, in 1935. His
family was deeply religious, and he was exposed to gospel music at a
young age through his attendance at the Assembly of God Church, where

he sang in the choir.

o Inspiration: Gospel music left a profound impact on young Elvis. He was
inspired by local gospel quartets and the powerful performances he

witnessed in church.
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2. Early performances

o Youth competitions: Elvis participated in youth talent shows and often
performed gospel songs, showcasing his early passion for the genre.

o Influences: Artists like Sister Rosetta Tharpe, the Statesmen Quartet, and
the Blackwood Brothers greatly influenced him.



Professional career and gospel music

1. Sun Records era (1954-1955)

o While Elvis’s initial recordings with Sun Records were primarily rockabilly
and rhythm and blues, his gospel roots were evident in his vocal style and

choice of songs.

2. RCA Records and breakthrough (1956)

o First gospelrecording: Elvis’s first gospel recording was “| Believe” in
1956. He included gospel songs in his albums and live performances.

o Integration into rock and roll: Even as he rose to fame with rock and roll
hits, Elvis continued to express his love for gospel music. He often
included gospel songs in his albums and live performances.

Dedicated gospel albums and recognition

1. Gospel albums

o "His Hand in Mine" (1960): This was Elvis’s first full-length gospel album,
featuring traditional gospel songs. It was a commercial success and
demonstrated his commitment to the genre.
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o "How Great Thou Art" (1967): This album won Elvis his first Grammy
Award and featured the title track, which became one of his signature

gospel songs.



o "He Touched Me" (1972): This album earned Elvis another Grammy
Award and included contemporary gospel songs, showcasing his
versatility within the genre.
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2. Live performances and personal passion

o Concerts and tours: Elvis often performed gospel songs during his
concerts, and his renditions were well-received by audiences.

o Informal sessions: He frequently held informal gospel jam sessions with
his backup singers and band members, both during tours and at his home
in Graceland.

Later years and legacy
1. Continued dedication:

o Throughout the 1970s, Elvis continued to record and perform gospel
music. His passion for the genre remained strong despite his struggles
with health and personal issues.

2. Influence and impact:

o Elvis's gospel recordings have had a lasting impact on both his fans and
the music industry. His ability to convey deep emotion and spirituality
through his gospel performances is often cited as a testament to his
talent and sincerity.

3. Posthumous releases: After his death in 1977, several compilations and
reissues of his gospel recordings were released, further cementing his legacy as

a gospel singer.




Elvis Presley’s journey as a gospel singer began in his early childhood and remained a
significant part of his musical career until his death. His dedication to gospel music,
evident through his recordings, live performances, and personal passion, contributed to
his lasting legacy in the genre. His gospel albums, which earned him critical acclaim
and awards, continue to be celebrated by fans and music historians alike.
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ELVIS PRESLEY,
GOSPEL SINGER

AN INSPIRATIONAL LIFE

Madeleine Wilson

https://www.elvisinfonet.com/Interview-Madeleine-Wilson-Elvis-Presley-Gospel-

Singer.html
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I still rely on the "King" to get me through tough times. There's nothing a live recording of
"How Great Thou Art" can't fix for me.

Read More: | Never Met Elvis Presley, but He May Have Saved My Life |

https://999ktdy.com/i-never-met-elvis-presley-but-he-may-have-saved-my-life-cj-

explains/?utm_source=tsmclip&utm_medium=referral

How Great Thou Art, the song Elvis Presley received two Grammys for.
https://fb.watch/tzcvsUGbbh/

Brian & Sally's Corner

He Touched Me: The Gospel Music of Elvis Presley

Video - 2000 - Approved - 3h

+ Documentary Music

E GOSPEL MUSIC OF

It's just the great Elvis singing his favorite music...Gospel music during concerts
and with his backup musicians after concerts. Awesomel!! Real!! Raw energy!!
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https://www.elvispresleyshop.com/he-touched-me-the-gospel-music-of-elvis-presley-
dvd/
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